The 4 November 1952 Kamchatka Tsunami

- 1 A strong earthquake (magnitude 9.0) off the coast of
Bering Kamchatka Peninsula generated a great #destructive
=ea Pacific-wide tsunami on November 4, 1952. Itswaves
struck the Kamchatka Peninsula, the Kuril 1dlands and
other areas of Russias Far East, causing considerable
s === damage and loss of life. The tsunami waswidely
observed and recorded in Japan, but there was no loss
of life or damage there. There was considerable damage
in the Hawaiian 1dlands and some damage in Peru and

Chile.
Theeffectsof thetsunami in - ..,
the generating areaiin
Kamchatka, varied
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ea Profiv Krenshiema Kronotsky Peninsula the wave heights
siaray ranged from zero to 5 meters. From
of /| Simushir Kronotsky Peninsulato
o 5 o Cape Shipursky the heights ranged from
Eraranc: Ch;ﬁ;} 4-13 meters. The highest wave of 13
S meters was the third and was observed at
Okhotsk 7 HELNIREY OlgaBay, whereit caused considerable
i damage. Travel time of the first tsunami
rf Urtp wave to Olga Bay was approximately 42
Etorot Strat minutes after the earthquake.
A From Cape Shipursky to Cape Povorotny
t : ’
- A :'grﬁm-m ) North the tsunami waves ranged from 1 to 10
_/-r.i' meters and caused considerable |oss of
g life and damage.
_PrivEyskatsiny  Mabamal Pacific ~
Kunashir| Islands At Avachinskaia Bay the tsunami height
/{ E was 1.2 meters and itstravel timewas
o D Ocean about 30 minutes. From Cape Povorotny

0 Tshibotsu-fima to Cape L opatkka the waves ranged from
Japan 5to 15 meters. At Khodutka Bay a cutter



was thrown 500 meters back from shore. On the West coast of Kamchatka Peninsula, the maximum
tsunami runup at Ozernoe was 5 meters.

At Alaid Isand of the Kuril Island group, run up was 1.5 meters. At Shumshu Island it ranged from
7-9 meters. At Paramushir Idland the waves ranged from 4-18.4 meters. At Severo - Kurilsk on
Paramushir 1sland, the second wave was the highest reaching maximum run up of 15 meters. It
destroyed most of the town and caused considerable loss of life. At Onekotan Island tsunami run up
was 9 meters, while at Shiashkoton Island it was 8 meters and at Iturup Iland 2.5 meters. Waves of
up to 2 meters were observed at the Komandorsk Islands and at Okhotsk. At Sakhalin - Korsakov a
1-meter tsunami wave was observed.

The tsunami was recorded or observed throughout the islands of the Pacific. In New Zealand waves
reached height of 1m. In Alaska, in the Aleutian Islands and in Californiawaves of up to 1.4 meters
were observed or recorded. By far the largest waves outside the generating area were observed in the
Hawaiian Idands. Fortunately, no human lives were lost in Hawaii from this tsunami, but damage
was extensive, estimates ranging from $800,000- $1,000,000 (in 1952 dollars).

The tsunami caused damage on Midway Island.
Elsewhere in the Hawaiian idand chain, the waves
destroyed boats and piers, knocked down
telephone lines, and caused extensive beach
erosion. The north shore of the Island of Oahu
experienced higher waves of up to 4.5 meters. The
island of Hawaii experienced run up to 6.1 meters.
In Hilo, asmall bridge connecting Coconut I1sland
to the shore was destroyed.
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Flooding at Midway Island from the 1952
Tsunami (U.S Navy Photograph)

e !.l."_-'FT."\l'ﬂ"'l'l'"J" .

Photo of people gathered at
the Ala Wai Boat Harbor
in Honolulu watching the

withdrawal of the water
that | eft boats sitting on
harbor mud - An example
of very foolish thing to do
during a tsunami.






